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Background
Since 2011 FCI have organised consultations, workshops, meetings, events, sessions with local schools, festivals, towpath stalls and cruises on
the Union Canal to ensure that the wider community is involved in any proposals we put forward.
In 2012, a Visioning event brought over 80 local people together and their comments for a greener environment, with community growing
areas were recorded in the report " Brewing New Life". The following year a community led design event with the Glass-House Trust bringing
together the community, council officials, politicians and developers also recorded local views. In Feb 2018, the Living Wild event was our
invitation to the local community to give their ideas for designing and greening the many public spaces that would be opened up by the
development at Fountainbridge. This well attended event brought local people, including school children, to work alongside officials from City
of Edinburgh Council, local councillors and architects from 7N and 3DReid.
The results of this workshop were consistent with and built on, local people's views that have been expressed and recorded in many reports
over the years. As well as the desire for a greener environment, there is a growing recognition of the way that well designed green spaces can
encourage social inclusion and improve health and wellbeing.
The Place Directorate of the City of Edinburgh Council helped to co-ordinate a follow up meeting between FCI, the architects from both the
Council and Vastint sites and officials and the Green Planning Group was established in April 2018. This first report is the result of regular
meetings between all these stakeholders and expresses the wishes of the local community.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fountainbridge Canalside Initiative (FCI) was set up in 2011 after the demolition of the former canal side brewery. Our aim is to work towards a mixed and sustainable new
local community in a constructive dialogue with developers, politicians and council officials and to ensure that community consultation and input is included in all
development plans. FCI is a Community Association of local community activists and groups. It has almost 80 members and a supporters mailing list of 394 who receive
newsletters and mailings about activities.
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The Strategy aims to increase the number of people that can benefit from
green spaces that are sustainably managed, biologically diverse and contribute
to health and wellbeing. Open Space Action Plan (March 2017)

Executive Summary
The Fountainbridge green planning process has replicated the constructive community engagement model that has been the hallmark of this
development. The Green Plan incorporates the views of hundreds of local people recorded over the years, and the recommendations supported
by environmental organisations, Council and Government policies. Fountainbridge will become home for future generations of Edinburgh
citizens and as such there is an imperative to create on this site a neighbourhood that embodies the best practice in place-making, social
inclusion and sustainability.



The number of trees planted on the site to be maximised including those more challenging areas which will need further discussions
with Planning officials and Scottish Canals



The expertise of the Council's Trees and Woodlands officers to be given a key role in final proposals



Species of hedging, trees and shrubs selected for maximum biodiversity and public information panels installed



The exemplary design for W3 back courtyards provide the infrastructure and design to encourage community growing. These should
be replicated in other private courtyards and on rooftop growing areas.



Water taps to be installed in courtyards and in appropriate places to enable plant and tree watering.



Public drinking fountains to be installed to reduce plastic waste



The design of Public squares to be undertaken in partnership with the local community.



Public seating built that encourages social interaction, allows for enjoyment of green spaces and is comfortable and accessible for all ages .



Small natural play areas to be integrated into public spaces and terraced areas.



A water play feature as part of the pocket park along the inlet between W1 and W2



To take forward the proposal ' to put a fountain back into Fountainbridge' with Heriot- Watt University and Scottish Canals.



Wet weather shelter and flexible structures built into public spaces to enable all year round activities.



Landscape maintenance contracts to include gardeners with experience of community involvement.



Maintenance is key to all these recommendations. To apply for funding from the FPA grant for a feasibility study into the potential of a Greenspace
Team to manage and maintain the site.

1. Trees
RECOMMENDATIONS







More trees planted on the site - along streets,
Fountainbridge Green, and all public squares.
A lush and natural grouping of trees is desired
rather than isolated, token specimens.
Planning constraints to avoid trees on the sight
line of the lift bridge from Dundee Street to be
re-visited with Planning Officials
Along with Scottish Canals, to research ways to
place tree pits and/or planters in groups along
this stretch of narrow towpath( see on right)
To ensure a longer term sustainable strategy
the expertise of the Council's Trees and
Woodlands Officers to be given a key role in
the final landscape proposals.

The 'Tree Time' initiative of the Council makes clear that trees provide a vital contribution to the green infrastructure and the
quality of life in Edinburgh, in streets, pocket parks and gardens. They reduce the impact of noise, act as reservoirs for
biodiversity, and are an accessible contact with nature. They remove pollution from the atmosphere, improve air quality, help
to lessen the rate of climate change and give places their distinctive character. More trees in pocket parks create connected
networks of native woodland. However, the proper planting and maintenance of trees is crucial. The short term, superficial
planting of 'designer' trees by many developers - with poor care and attention, as shown below, leads to dispiriting outcomes,
wasted resources and undermines the long term benefits of a green city infrastructure.
Fountainbridge Green
Woodland Trust Scotland Director Carol Evans : “Trees and
woods deserve to be at the centre of national decision making,
and back at the heart of our lives and communities. We are
delighted to see the City of Edinburgh Council support the Tree
Charter. As the first local authority in Scotland to do so, they are
committing to a set of principles which will guide best practice
and ensure the role of woods and trees in our lives is widely
recognised.

Lochrin Basin

2. Biodiversity
RECOMMENDATIONS
 Softer, more natural planting of borders
and flower beds
 Species of hedging, trees and shrubs
selected for maximum biodiversity
 Small public display boards in strategic
positions explaining biodiversity and why
plants have been chosen

Wild flower planting by Re-Union Canal
Boats on Fountainbridge Green (below)

As a unique canalside site in the centre of Edinburgh, Fountainbridge offers a timely opportunity to demonstrate the importance
of biodiversity corridors within city developments. The rich vegetation that has been restored along the canal, as can be seen
above, needs to be connected to the Fountainbridge development. Connected habitat networks are vital for urban wildlife and
for the future of our planet. As well as more trees the flowering beds, shrubs, hedges and verges on the site should include
wildflowers and plants which will act as super-highways for pollinators, enabling them to move more easily through the city.
Small floating planters can extend the foliage into the canal basin in selected sites. Rooftop planters or gardens add value to
biodiversity and are increasingly popular. Landscape choices based on low cost maintenance creates sterile designs which
depress the human spirit as well as biodiversity. This type of tidy environment provides little interest or incentive for residents to
engage with gardens or wildlife. For example, clipped privet hedges are poor for wildlife whereas wild rose, hawthorn or beech
hedging can provide colour and variety. Small opportunities to add colour and interest to be sought. This side wall could
encourage climbers like honeysuckle through a simple cable trellis system.
Sterile monoculture

All year colour

Bird friendly hedging

" New and existing developments should make
the most of the opportunities to promote
biodiversity through green infrastructure, and
to maximise its contribution to establishing a
sense of place and enhancing the quality of
people’s lives."
Edinburgh Biodiversity Action Plan 2019-21

3. Community Growing Space
RECOMMENDATIONS
 the design for W3 to be delivered by
development partners
 discussions between local schools and
developers to locate garden plots
 outside water taps and tool stores to be
placed in garden areas and near public
parks
 growing areas on rooftops W2&3 to be
included in site maintenance contracts
 the prospectus of the site to promote its
community growing areas

Back courtyards of W3 with community growing area

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 sought to increase the amount of land available for
people to grow their own food. The Grove Community Garden at Fountainbridge shows how popular small
growing spaces can be, and for some, more manageable than a larger allotment. Local nurseries and
groups brought children to the Grove to plant, play, weed and catch bugs enacting the concept of the
‘outdoor classroom’ to help children learn and play in a more natural environment. Two local schools have
already shown interest in having a small garden. Apart from the enhanced environment, community
gardens are a proven way to bring different people together socially, to meet, learn and mix while engaging
in a free, healthy, pleasurable hands-on activity. A study commissioned by FCI explored the key factors
which led to successful community growing initiatives ( see box on the right).Taps and stores should be
The Grove Community Garden
installed as a matter of course - to save the expense of adding them at a later stage and to respond to
the growing support and demand for these facilities. The final design for block W3 seen top right,
Successful Community Growing Initiatives
incorporated existing expertise about community growing during the green planning process and
 detailed design to be developed with residents
 gardener employed as part of the maintenance team with
has been met with widespread support and approval.


"Being a Sustainable Food City is about so much more than simply food
production; it contributes to both mental and physical wellbeing, bringing
people into contact with each other and tackling social isolation."
Cllr Gordon Chair of Edible Edinburgh



experience of community involvement
basic store for tools, water taps, electric points, space for
garden social events
raised planting beds for older or disabled residents,
spaces for children, and seating for non participants to sit
and watch
links made with local schools and nurseries to develop
outdoor classroom growing areas
Michael Starkey 2019

4. The Public Realm
RECOMMENDATIONS

The main public squares on the site

 the final design of these public areas
to be undertaken in liaison with the
community
 the provision of appropriate seating
for people of all ages
 surfaces adjacent to the canal to
incorporate setts and flagstones to
provide a sense of the canal history
and easy access for all.
 flexible designs to allow multiple uses

Successful 'place making' is not just about designing a pocket park or square with efficient pedestrian
circulation. It has to address the key questions - who is it for and what is it for? Edinburgh's success as a
festival city has skewed the emphasis towards 'event' space and commercial opportunities. Empty 'event
space' for the most part of the year might be enjoyed by plastic cows in Festival Square (seen right), but
not local residents. Successful public spaces have to take into account the interrelations between the
Scottish weather, the amenities provided, activities taking place, residents, visitors, the history of the
canal, as well as social enterprises, services and retailers. The landscape design, the flexible
arrangement of seating or shelter make all of these elements mesh together. This creates and sustains
public space that creates an authentic sense of place and community and one which visitors also
value. The re-design of Leamington Square between the developers and the community should aim to
deliver a public square that demonstrates these principles and provide a model for the rest of the site.

The public realm acts as stage upon which the life of the city is
played out. It is the glue that binds together the city’s diverse areas.... It
is where we come together as a community, not merely a place for
functional movement
Edinburgh Public Realm Strategy 2009

Seating which turns into pop up market stalls in Prague

4. Public Realm: seating, play and shelter
RECOMMENDATIONS
 Small informal play areas to be
installed as an integral part of the
public squares
 Areas or shelters for colder seasons
to be incorporated
 Seating and benches to be built in a
variety of configurations that
encourage congeniality and make
them accessible to all

Access to green spaces and playgrounds is now associated with better physical and mental health. The high density of the new
site with an estimated 436 homes including family size units requires high quality green spaces that are designed for those living
there, as well as the general public and visitors. More informal, small, natural play areas, tucked into the landscaped pocket
parks rather than a segregated play park are often better used, particularly for younger children. When set in a bio diverse green
area it brings children closer to wildlife. Developers' plans often present images of sunlit squares with young professional couples
drinking coffee. We want green spaces that work with the Scottish climate, the local population and encourage people of all ages
to linger and enjoy them. Small more sheltered areas can invite more social interaction. For example the space shown on the
right supports a ' Reading with Nature' group to bring older people together to read poems in Calderstones Park Liverpool. The
picture above right is of Broughton High School playground in Edinburgh. Spaces need to adapt to change as the residents in
this new neighbourhood make their own impact on the space, so starting with imaginative and flexible possibilities is imperative.

Cold seating on stone edges Curved congenial seating
"Bench-space allows people to loosely belong within the flow
of city life, to see and be seen. A mix of short and long stay
bench users supports informal safety in numbers. Quality of
materials, attractive planting, and cleanliness of public space
seems to increase individual tolerance for the proximity of
strangers and diverse ways of enjoying public space. Solitude
and conversation are equally acceptable."
The Bench Project The Young Foundation

Space to socialise

4. Public Realm: water features
RECOMMENDATIONS
 Public drinking fountains and water
taps for gardeners to be installed
 A water play feature as part of a
pocket park built along this inlet
 The gravity fed fountain proposal to be
taken forward in association with
Heriot Watt University and Scottish
Canals
The water feature on the Master plan for the Council owned part of the site, seen in the above sketch, was welcomed with
some caution at initial consultations. The inlet from the canal was to enable people to launch their small canoe or boat and as a
pleasant seating area for the public - a gesture after the campaign to insert a fuller second canal basin was rejected. Token
rubbish strewn water channels to show the location of previous canal basins in the area ( see photo on right) are an affront to
its rich history. Thus the long rill of water going into the site is seen as problematic and could be much improved on. FCI is
bringing forward an exciting proposal that would put the 'Fountain' back into Fountainbridge. A design by a local water engineer
and now given technical support from the Professor in Water Technology at Heriot-Watt University would create a gravity-fed
fountain from the water in the canal. This would provide a unique attraction and could be linked to more playful structures within
a pocket park, (see top right and bottom), for children to paddle and play with. Feedback from the public also supports the
inclusion of a public drinking fountain which will reduce single-use plastic waste and be a welcome amenity for joggers and
walkers using the towpath. Public taps and fountains also provide access to water for trees to be watered in dry seasons. We
are optimistic that some of these ideas will be linked to the programme of public art being developed between Vastint and the
Edinburgh Printmakers.
Victorian model ?

Edinburgh lay within what they called the ‘charmed circle’,
an area where the quality of the underground springs was
perfect for the purpose of brewing. This dictated where a
lot of the breweries were built such as Fountainbridge.

Or modern version?

5. Maintenance - the key issue
RECOMMENDATION
The Green Planning Group to apply to the
Council for funding from the FPA grant for
a feasibility study into the Greenspace
Team model to see if it would be effective
in Fountainbridge and other areas of
Edinburgh
The Greenspace Service in St Helen's Merseyside

Many of the recommendations in this Report require a flexible and
committed maintenance and management structure to underpin
them. We understand developers' desire to control this themselves
to maintain standards. However to create the conditions for a high
quality, sustainable and innovative green plan to succeed and to add
value to this development and to the city, a different model is
required. We need an imaginative and creative response to adapt to
the environmental issues facing us today and in the future.

A source of funding and support?
In June, Edinburgh Council was the only Scottish
Authority to be awarded funding from the Future Park
Accelerator (FPA)fund. It has almost £1mill in a
partnership bid with ELGST and others. It combines
funds and support in kind from National Heritage
Lottery and the National Trust

The Green Space Service ( see above) set up with a 30-year business
plan employs professional teams that maintain grass, planting areas
and hedges, and one arboriculture team that manages the trees
across all areas. Trainee positions are incorporated at various levels,
and on-the-job and external training is provided in horticultural
practice. A two-year apprenticeship programme is being developed
to support local young people to develop landscape skills and move
into paid employment.
A ‘PassiveHaus’ eco-building, now home to the service, also
provides horticulture training for the community. Regular volunteers
tend the community garden and adult social care services have
teamed up with the service to offer vulnerable people opportunities
to work in horticulture and catering. This has already led to two
participants finding paid work. A recent survey showed satisfaction
from residents had increased to 82 % .

The FPA will support places to grow the contribution
parks make to civic life while becoming financially
sustainable. It will involve discovering how parks and
green spaces could be better used, managed and
funded to serve community needs and aspirations now
and over the next generation.
With grant funding and support from a team of experts, the
places chosen to be FPA pioneers will work together to
catalyse and share innovation, learn rapidly together and
build their capacity to lead for ambitious change both in
their place and to benefit the rest of the UK.
A solution to this?

