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Merchiston Community Council Area:  Pilot Leaf Clearing Project:   2021 
 
Background 
 
Merchiston is a designated Conservation Area comprising a mix of dwellings, including   
large villas, tenements and flats.   It is blessed with many beautiful trees – which, of 
course,  shed their leaves in the autumn. 
Sadly the City of Edinburgh Council is no longer able to provide a comprehensive leaf 
clearing scheme - even to clear the gutters to prevent blocked drains.   However, the relevant 
Council team welcomes opportunities to support local community leaf clearing initiatives by 
providing relevant equipment and, importantly, collecting the gathered leaves – as they have 
been doing for a number of years in the Grange area of Edinburgh.  
 
Project Goal:     
 
To develop a scheme involving local Merchiston residents to clear part of the MCC area of 
autumn leaves.    
 
Volunteers would be encouraged to clear their own pavement area;  
or  to work together with neighbours or in family groups clearing more of the street;  
or in groups working in streets with particularly heavy leaf falls.   
 
Practical support would be provided by the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) and possibly 
from pupils at local secondary schools in the area who would also be invited to volunteer.   
 
(Note: The proposed scheme takes account of a successful project already operating in the 
Grange Area: For information about this scheme – see the Grange Association website 
http://gaedin.co.uk/wp/; section on ’Roads and Pavements.’). 
 
 
Initial Plan: 

 
1)   MCC to agree a small working group to take the plan forward.  (JMH & HZ)   
 
2) Liaise with CEC in relation to the provision of brushes, shovels and bags                    
 and, most importantly, the uplift of the filled bags.   (JMH) 

 
3) Liaise with teachers at local secondary schools who are responsible for pupil 

voluntary activities – and seek to involve pupils in the development of the scheme.   
(JMH) 
 

4) Keep in touch with the organisers of the Grange Association for advice on practical  
arrangements for engaging with local residents/volunteers.   (HZ) 
 

5) Define a ‘pilot area’ for action in Year 1 of the project – taking account of the 
distribution of trees within the Merchiston Community Council area.  (JMH & HZ). 

 
 
Proposed Pilot Area:  - see attached map – pilot area boundary marked in green 
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Action required to develop the project 
 

• Place a ‘Poster’ on the Website and Notice Board in June 2021,                 (HZ/JMH) 
introducing the proposal and making reference to:                                      
- the example of the successful Grange Area Scheme (?? with photos) 
- a map of the proposed pilot area in MCC area; 
- reference to the support of CEC  
- reference to the possible participation by volunteers from local schools 
- indicating that further details will be circulated towards the autumn but meantime 

giving a contact e-mail address (see bullet point below)  
 

• Publicise a dedicated e-mail address which local residents and interested school pupils 
can contact to express an interest in participating and being kept informed of detailed 
arrangements  
 

• Seek to identify a location within the pilot area for the CEC equipment to be stored. 
For discussion within MCC 
 

• Identify an MCC member (JMH or HZ initially) to take responsibility: 
-  for noting and responding, as appropriate, to e-mail messages/enquiries 
- creating an e mail ‘contact list’ of ‘volunteers’ to be alerted to planned leaf 

clearing sessions. 
 

• Circulate a leaflet in the early autumn to the main door homes in the pilot area 
restating the message from the ‘June poster’ but with more details + an explicit 
invitation to send an e mail to indicate interest in being kept informed of further 
details – including dates for communal leaf clearing sessions.  (HZ & JMH)   

                                                                                   . 
 

Leaf clearing to commence in October …. 
 

…with an e mail alert to all those who have shown an interest in being involved - as 
well as a further poster and notice on the website.  Four or five ‘communal’ leaf 
clearing sessions will be arranged - but residents will be free to use the equipment at 
any time during the main ‘leaf gathering’ period.  Those who do so will be asked to 
report to the project email address where they have left their filled bags for collection 
so that arrangements can be made by the organisers for CEC to collect the bags. 
 

MCC Members 
 MCC members will be particularly welcome as volunteers.  Indeed visible   
 participation by MCC members - and their friends – will be essential to stimulate  and    
 encourage participation by others who may feel hesitant about becoming involved. 

 

  
Annex – Map of proposed leaf clearing area marked in green 
 
 
MCC Public Meeting:  16 March 2021 
 
JMH & HZ 
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