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Chair’s Report – March 2026

1. Traffic Issues - 17th March MDCC public meeting will focus on the huge amount of discussions and community engagement that MDCC has been carrying out with a range of residents and with CEC. 
Please make every effort to maximise attendance at this meeting.

Cllr Jenkinson, CEC’s Transport and Environment Committee Convener, has agreed to attend this participative meeting and listen to concerns of residents. Our City Ward 9 and Ward 10 Councillors are also invited to attend all MDCC meetings. 

A detailed briefing note, outlining the traffic issues of concern, was sent in advance to Cllr Jenkinson. Copied to all MDCC members including all Ward 9 and Ward 10 City Councillors. Furter copy will be attached to the documents for 17th March meeting, for ease of reference.

For context, traffic concerns have featured prominently in recent MDCC meetings and have generated constructive discussions about the need for local traffic improvements by CEC, and also highlighted the desirability of partnership-working by MDCC, local residents, and CEC including MDCC’s city councillors, in seeking improvements.

MDCC’s objective is to seek roads, traffic and environmental improvements to enable residents to feel that their local streets feel safe and residential.

The participation of residents in crystalizing concerns about local traffic issues has greatly assisted MDCC in presenting to CEC, as the statutory authority for roads and traffic management, the urgent need for improvements to road safety risks and associated environmental issues, caused by excessive traffic in our area, including exhaust pollution, noise, damage to roads and to quality of life.

A Working Group of MDCC members and residents has been active in discussions with a wide range of residents, and in preparing a participative presentation about traffic concerns for 17th March meeting and thinking ahead to follow up actions thereafter. 

17th March meeting will start with a presentation by MDCC and residents’ representatives, who will set out traffic issues we wish to discuss.
Several spokespersons will describe the traffic issues as they experience them in their daily lives. Principal speakers for four areas are - 
· Lynsey Houston in her capacity as chair of the Parents' Council at Craiglockhart Primary School, and also as a resident
· Marley Henderson as resident of Merchiston Grove
· Clemens Kupke and Susannah Collins as residents of Harrison Road
· Vanessa Meadu as resident of Polwarth Crescent.
To restate previous comments, all the traffic problems identified are interlinked and should not each be tackled by CEC in isolation on a “silo” basis, as has previously occurred - that merely diverts problems from one place to another. Increasing volume of vehicles throughout Edinburgh is a key causation of traffic problems, plus significant traffic volumes merely “passing through” to other destinations, plus diverted traffic from elsewhere, are compounding Merchiston’ local traffic problems.

Realistically, the interlinked traffic problems we have identified will not be resolved in a single meeting – no one should expect instant resolution of complex problems. It will need active follow up and persistence by MDCC in conjunction with residents, including working constructively in partnership with CEC as a “critical friend” to review priorities and options for action, as they emerge.

2.  Union Canal – Several initiatives are taking place along the Union Canal. I attended an informative Edinburgh Union Canal Society (EUCS). “Neighbourhood Consultation and Social Evening” on Tuesday 10th March. 

Andrew Burns, EUCS Chair, outlined ambitious plans to replace the current EUCS Boathouse, which has become structurally unsound and beyond renovation. EUCS is preparing plans to replace the existing boathouse with a new building which, although it will appear similar, will not function as a “house for boats’, will act as EUCS’ meeting place and as a community hub. Community hub will also be available for meetings, hires for other events, weddings etc. Work on boats and storage will take place in a new adjoining shed, to be built in conjunction with the plans being developed

Many hurdles remain to be overcome by EUCS, including raising multi-million pounds of funding (estimate £3 to 4million), obtaining planning consent from CEC, obtaining approval from Scottish Canals (which owns the land) and from HES because the Union Canal is a listed historic monument. There are numerous other technical issues to be resolved including incorporating a mobility-enabled lift access, installation of mains electricity and water supplies etc. EUCS reported that pre-planning discussions with Scottish Canals and Historic Environment Scotland (HES) are already taking place, but formal application for planning consent to CEC will not be ready until mid-late 2027 when plans are finalised. MDCC will of course have an opportunity in due course to comment as a statutory consultee for all planning applications in its area. 

In discussion it emerged that Forth Canoe Club, which operates the green boatshed at Harrison Road canal bridge, is also developing proposals to redevelop their premises into a similar modernised premises.

To summarise, EUCS’ proposals appear very welcome in enhancing this much-loved local amenity, which would otherwise continue to deteriorate towards collapsing. 

Bridget Stevens is a trustee member of the EUCS Committee and will no doubt keep MDCC informed as plans progress.
Further information:  https://www.eucs.org.uk


3. Lithium-Ion Batteries and Vapes Risks – The recent disastrous vapes fire in Glasgow has highlighted risks of fire and explosion which lithium-ion batteries present; risks of which many were unaware, including fire risks to adjacent properties. There has been growing public concern even before the Glasgow fire about increasing numbers of fires caused by lithium-ion batteries.

Premises selling and storing vapes, which require lithium-ion batteries and mains-chargers, have increased hugely everywhere but are currently largely unregulated. The Glasgow fire has prompted calls for much tighter regulation, plus fire-risk prevention. 

Lithium-ion batteries are volatile and can explode if overheated or become faulty but are essential components of vape and other devices. Retailers often charge vapes with multiple mains-chargers, which, if chargers are substandard (a well-known risk), can themselves be a fire risk and can detonate lithium-ion batteries stored in the premises. 

Lithium-ion batteries are considered by some as risky new technology, but are incorporated in mobile phones, e-bikes, e-scooters and other equipment, all of which all also require main-chargers. 

Therefore, in addition to tightening regulation on vapes shops, scrutiny should include fire risks associated with mobile phone shops, premises selling and storing e-bikes and e-scooters, and other lithium-ion battery applications.

Marianna Clyde swiftly followed up the Glasgow disaster and will update MDCC meeting on her findings and views.

4. EACC Report. Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) is an umbrella organisation which provides support, information-sharing and advice or all 40+ community councils in Edinburgh. I represent MDCC on the EACC Board and EACC Treasurer.

· Next EACC online public meeting will be Thursday 26th March – Information and weblink shown in attachment to this report. 

· EACC’s online public meeting on 26th February featured a presentation by Planning Democracy, presented by Clare Symonds. Issues discussed included desirability of Affordable Housing, Housing Crisis in Edinburgh (250,000 on waiting list), “unequal playing field” that exists in planning applications, giving advantages to developers instead of prioritising public interests.

· CEC Community Council Internal Forum – This is a new CEC initiative in response to pressure from EACC for increased dialog and support for CCs. First meeting took place online on 10th March, in which I represented MDCC. Objectives of Forum are stated as: 

· To provide a more coordinated response to CC support between CEC teams and services

· To share relevant information and updates about community councils

· To support the development of constructive relationship

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ian Doig. Chair of Merchiston Districts Community Council. March 2026
===============================================
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Hello Ian

Here is the link for the meeting on 26 March, 18.45 for 19.00. 

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join:https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/36764459006183?p=L50vKBycP3MElNsaCa 
Meeting ID:367 644 590 061 83 
Passcode: jc2bw3G3

On this occasion, Mike Birch, Transport and Environment Lead at New Town and Broughton Community Council, will open a conversation on the Active Travel policy programme, one of the core elements of the City Mobility Plan.

There are competing interests to contend with when Active Travel schemes happen upon community councils, and the protagonists can be competitive. Mike is going to offer his thoughts on how to approach the key issues and he will open the discussion.

Remind yourself of the Active Travel Action Plan 2030, then, and of the 'Behaviour change actions' in Appendix 5. Here is the link to that document:
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/33080/statement-of-reasons

I'm hoping we can also talk briefly about how we can put together an EACC Roads and Travel 'User Group', This would be a small team of community councillors willing to engage with the CEC Roads, Travel and Parking Division on a collaborative, constructive, on-going basis, to talk about policy shape and service delivery, this on behalf of the EACC group. Some detail still needs to be sorted out at this end in the first instance.

The idea of EACC User Groups was one of the proposals placed with the CEC Executive in the 12 February submission on new support for community councils. 


Ken Robertson
EACC Secretary
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